SHELL-LAC-----SEERBROOKE.

1821. Many memoirs of Shelley have ap-
peared, the best of which is the Life by
Prof. Ed, Dowden published in 1886.

Shell-lac, or SHELLAC.   See Lac.

Shem, the eldest son of Noah, and ances-
tor of Abraham, who was the eighth in
descent from him according to the genealo-
gies in the book of Genesis.

Shem'alia, a town of Kussia, in Trans-
caucasia, about 70 miles north-west of Baku.
In recent times it has suffered severely from
earthquakes. Silk manufacture is the prin-
cipal industry. Pop. 25,000.

Shemitic Languages. See Semitic Lan-
guages.

Shenando'ah, a town of the United States,
in SchuylMU county, Pennsylvania, 12 miles
N. of Pottsville. Pounded in 1863, it is the
centre of a great coal district Pop. 15,944.

Shenandoah, a river of the United States,
which flows north-east through the valley of
Virginia, and immediately below Harper's
Ferry joins the Potomac, of which it is the
principal tributary. Its length is 170 miles,
the greater part of which is navigable for
boats. The valley of the Shenandoah was
the scene of numerous military operations
in the American civil war, and was devas-
tated by General Sherman in 1861

Shendy, a town of Nubia, on the Nile,
between Berber and Khartum, is a dep6t for
the caravan traffic with Kordofan, Prom
Shendy light-draught steamers can pass
readily to Khartum. Pop. 6000,

Shen-se, a province of China, bounded
on the north by the Great Wall, and on the
east by the Yellow Eiver; area, 80,900 sq.
miles. It is purely an agricultural pro-
vince. From Se-gan Foo, the provincial
capital, and anciently the capital of the
empire, radiate a number of roads going
east, south, and west, and Shen-se is the
great channel of communication between
China and Central Asia. Pop. 8,276,967.

Shen'stone, WILLIAM, English poet, was
born at Leasowes, in the parish of Hales-
owen, Worcestershire, in 1714, studied at
Pembroke College, Oxford, and passed his
life in retirement on his small paternal
estate of Leasowes, beautifying it, and writ-
ing odes, elegies, ballads, and pastorals,
which had considerable popularity. He
now holds his place in literature chiefly by
his Pastoral Ballads and his Schoolmistress,
in the Spenserian stanza, published in 1742.
He died in 1763.

Sheol, a Hebrew word frequently occur-
ring m the Old Testament, and rendered in

the Septuagint by 'hades,' in the Authorized
Version by 'grave,' 'pit,' and 'hell,' but in
the Re vised Bible of 1885 never, except in
one instance, by the last term. It was, as
originally conceived,the gloomy under-world,
the abode of the ghosts or spirits of the dead.
No retributive idea was connected with it
until the time of the exile. See Hdl
Shepherd Kings.   See Hycsos.
Shepherd's Dog, a variety of dog em-
ployed by shepherds to assist in tending the
flocks, remarkable for its intelligence and
usefulness. It is generally of large size, and
of powerful, lithe build. The tail is inclined
to be long, and possesses a bushy fringe.
The muzzle is notably sharp. The eyes are
large and bright. The limbs are strongly
made, and the whole frame betokens an
adaptation to an open, out-door life. Of all
strains of shepherd's dog the Scotch collie
or colley is the most celebrated. See Cottie.
Shepherd's Purse (CapseUa bursa pas-
toris), a plant of the natural order Crucif erse.
It is an annual weed, found in all temperate
climates, having simple or cut leaves and
small white flowers. In Britain it occurs in
aJl situations up to 1200 feet
Shep'pey, an island of England, in the
county of Kent, at the mouth of the Thames,
between the estuaries of the Medway and
the Swale. It is 9 miles long and 5 broad,
is rich and fertile, and contains the town of
Sheeraess. Pop. 18,607.
Shepton-Mallet, a town of England, in
Somersetshire, 4& miles east of Wells. It
has a remarkably handsome market-cross,
erected about 300 years ago, and a church
with a fine tower 120 feet high. The manu-
factures comprise silk, velvet, crape, rib-
bons, &c., but brewing is now the principal
industry. Pop. 5501.
Sherbet, a beverage of the orientals,
made of water, sugar, lemon-juice, rose-
water, dried fruits, or similar ingredients.
SherTaonie, a town of England, in Dorset-
shire, 18 miles ff.N.w. from Dorchester. It
is a place of great antiquity, having been
the seat of a bishopric from 705 till 1078.
The church of the ancient abbey, founded in
998, is one of the finest minsters in the south
and west of England. It is partly Norman,
but chiefly Perpendicular. There are here
also ruins of a castle, dating from the time
of Stephen. The grammar-school is a large
and flourishing public school Pop. 3741.
Sher'brooke, a town of Quebec prov.,
Canada, capital of county of same name,
100 miles B. of Montreal on both sides of
462